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of Malaga, chief of the Berbers, whom he crushed, and against Badls,
King of Granada, who succeeded Yahya as leader of the Berber party.

Abul-Qasim died in 1042, and his son 'Abbad, surnamed Mu'tadid,
(still as minister to the false Hisham) continued the policy of territorial
expansion by the capture of several cities and territories bordering on
modern Portugal (Mertola, Niebla, Santa Maria de Algarve), and near
Malaga and Cadiz (Ronda, Moron, Arcos, Jerez, Algeciras), meanwhile
still prosecuting the war with Badls and greatly reducing the power of
the King of Badajoz. By these means in 1058 Mu6tadid was master of
all the south-western portion of the former Caliphate, and was supported
by his alliance with the Kings of Valencia and Denia.

It was, nevertheless, evident that the military power of the Muslims
was much enfeebled. On the other hand, the union of Castile, Leon, and
Galicia under Ferdinand I had increased the power of this king, who with
his warlike disposition and desire for conquest did not fail to seize the
opportunity. He first attacked the northern regions of modern Portugal,
i.e. those farthest from Seville, quickly seizing Viseu and Lam ego (1057).
He next turned eastward and advanced on the territory of the Muslims of
Aragon, taking some fortresses south of the Douro which belonged to the
King of Saragossa. Finally, he advanced to the south against the King of
Toledo, his troops penetrating as far as Alcala* de Henares, along the line
of the Henares, a tributary of the Tagus. The result of these victories,
combined with an offensive on Andalusian territory towards Seville (1063),
was that Mu'tadid and the Kings of Badaj oz, Toledo, and Saragossa became
Ferdinand's tributaries, thus recognising his military ascendancy. The situa-
tion of the time of Almanzor was exactly reversed. Moreover, Ferdinand's
campaigns continued. In 1064 he captured the city of Coimbra to the
south of Viseu, where he took over five thousand prisoners, and he waged
war on the Bang of Valencia, whom he vanquished at Paterna, almost
at the gates of the Muslim capital in the east. He only failed to capture
the city itself owing to an illness which compelled him to withdraw.
Shortly afterwards he died at Leon (1065), having smitten the Muslim
power on all his frontiers, which he extended in all directions.

About the same time the new kingdom of Aragon, whose first king,
Ramiro, had enlarged his dominions by the addition of Sobrarbe and
Ribagorza on the death of his brother Gonzalo, also began the work of
reconquest at the expense of the Kings of Huesca and Saragossa. The
first assault on Gr&us, to the north-east of Barbastro, was a failure and
Ramiro was killed. But his son Sancho Ramirez (1065) continued the
campaign, seized Barbastro, a strongly fortified town, with the help of a
band of Normans recently arrived from France under the command of
William de Montreuil, captured Monzdn (farther south along the line
of the river Cinca), and finally took Gra*us itself.

In spite of the fact that Mu'tadid had been obliged to recognise the
political supremacy of the Castilian, king, the kingdom of Seville con-
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